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Amend claims 1-27 as shown below: 



1 . (Amended) A service provisioning system for use in providing services in 
a distributed processing environment, /aid aysterii comprising: 

an input connected to a distriKuted-processing environment for receiving a service 
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request from &n entity; 

a response output connected to said distributed processing environment for 
providing a response to the entity; 

processing means to procps the service request and provide a response thereto; 

and 

means to access an up-datjable data store ftSr storing parameter(s) indicative of the 
available capacity of the system to provide thp service,) 

wherein the processing mrans is adapted] to decide, [substantially on the basis of] 



based at least in part on data held in the data^ 



itore/whether to provide a service, to 



propose conditions under which thp system is willing to provide a service or to decline to 
provide a service. 




2. (Amended) A systerh [according to] as in claim 1, said system further 
comprising means for scheduling ta^ks/resources to provide a service. 

3. (Twice Amended) A feystem [according to] as in claim 1, said system 
further comprising means for scheduling a component service to provide a requested 
service 




/ ^' (Amended) A system according to [either one of claims 2 or 3,] claim 2 
wherein the processing means is adapted, in response to a failure by the scheduling 
means to schedule a task/resource or compmentservice, to: 
reschedule the task/resource/compvuent service; 

transmit a message to the entity #iat the originally requested service can only be 
provided under different conditions? 

relocate the service with another service providing entity; or 
indicate to the entity that this service cannot be provided. 



5. (Amended) / A s,vstem [according to any one of the preceding claims,] as 
in claim 1 wherein the Processing means is adapted, in response to the inability of a 
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resource or component service to be conjtpl^ed successfully, to: 
reschedule the tasks/service; 

transmit a message to the entity $at the originally requested service can only be 
provided under different conditions; , : > 

relocate the service with anomer service providing entity; or 
indicate to the entity that the service cannot be provided. 



6. (Twice Amended) / A systerji [according to] as in claim 1 , wherein the way 
in which the processing .meajis is. adaptedjio make a decision is that the processing 
means is adapted toi 

process a service request by accessing one or more parameters in the data store, 
processing the request using the one or more parameters, and 
producing a response at the output, *vhich response is selected from indications 

that 

a) sufficient capacity is available jto provide the service; 

b) insufficient capacity is available to provide the service; and 

c) sufficient capacity is availably to provide the service if modified, together 
with associated/modifications. ^ 



7. (Amended) A system\[accordil[rg to any one of the preceding claims,] as 
Q in claim 1 comprising a control output ^onneclted by said distributed processing 

environment to one or more tasks and/or resources required to provide the service. 



8. (Amended) A system [accordiiife tflT as in claim 7, wherein the processing 
means is adapted to receive data from the task^a\dAor resoupee(s) for use in updating the 
data store. 



9. (Amended) A system [according to] astai claim 8, wherein said data 
includes task/resource performance and/or task/resource Watus data. 
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10. (Amended) A system [Recording to any one of the preceding claims,] as 
in claim 1 comprising a Request output connected to said distributed processing 
environment for requesting a componer service from another entity. 



1 1 . (Amended) \ A ^ervice provisioning system, said system comprising: 
programmed computer i^eans for negotiating with another entity, in response to a 

request from said other entity\ to\provide a service, and 

means for accessing one^o^T'Cre resources available for use by the system to 

provide a service, 

said negotiating means incfudW a data store containing data about said system 
relating to a measure of the current System capacity to provide a service, and being 
arranged to negotiate [substantially on titf^basis of] based at least in part on said data to 
provide a service in response to a requeso, 



12. (Amended) A systetfT^coMding to] as in claim 1 1, further comprising 
means to update said data about said system^ Tmformation] on the basis of the past 
performance of the system. 



13. (Twice Amended) A system [according to either] as in claim 1 1, further 
comprising means to schedule resource(s) for use^by the system necessary to provide a 
service. 




14. (Amended) A system [according to] as in claim 13, further comprising 
means to initiate the negotiating means to re-open negotiation with the entity which 
requested the service in the event one or more resource^ cahnot be scheduled. 



15. (Twice Amended) A swem [according to'j xas in claim 1, arranged to 
proVide more than one instance of a service, and/or of a negotiation for a service, to one 
or more requesting entities concurrently. 
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\ v 16. (Twice Amended) A system [according to] as in claim [1] II, further 
comprising; 

a data store containing data relating to the services offered by the system and to 
one or more entities which bave\n interest in receiving information relating to enactment 
of one or more of said services, 

means to access said cbta stote-irffesponse to a service request and establish that 
information should be transmitted t6 crae or more of said entities and 

means to transmit said infprmmon to saM^ntities. 

17. (Amended) A system [accoiding to] as in claim 16, wherein said means to 
transmit are operable in the absence of a^spec^fic request to transmit the information from 
the entities. 



^y*18. (Twice Amended) A chj&ibuted computing environment comprising 




plu/al systems as in [according to] ccpnected by a communications network, wherein at 
least one of said systems is arranges to provide more than one instance of a service, or of 
a negotiation for a service, to on^or more requesting systems concurrently. 



19. (Amended) A distributed computing environment [according to] as in 
claim 18, wherein each of said systerhs is associated with [one of] a plurality of 

/ ) organisations, each of said systems^ feavttrg a processing means and means to access 

stored parameters in the updatable data stQ^Tin respect of each of its associated plurality 
of [said] organisations so as to provide [toge^Her defining] a virtual organisation. 

20. (Amended) A distributed compnfi^^nvironment [according to] as in 
claim 19, wherein the virtual organisation exists for\pre-determined period. 

21. (Amended) A method of buspess process enactment, said method being 
implemented in a distributed computing enwonmoht including at least one service 
provider and at least one service requester, said [semde provider] method comprising: 
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[an input to receive] 

receiving \ request at a service provider from [the or] any service requester within 
said environment, 

[an output to prWide] outputting from said service provider a response to said 
service requester [, processing means to process] by processing said request to determine 
the nature of said response, pneans to^ac6cess|N accessing an up-datable data store [for] 
storing parameters indicative o^the prl^ent capacity of the service provider to provide the 
service, and 

[a control output to] controlling one or more resources in the environment 
available for use by said service provider, wherein the processing [means is adapted to] 
determines the nature of said response on\the basis of the data stored in the data store. 




22. (Amended) A method Recording jo] as in claim 21, wherein, in the event 
a service provider and a service requester agree a contract to provide and accept a service 
respectively, a copy of the contract is stored as a data structure representing the terms and 
conditions of the contract by both the service-provider and the service requester. 

23. (Amended) Aservice provision system for use in distributed processing 

\ V 1 > 

environments, said system comprising: 

an input for receiving a service request 

service request processing m^ans fjefr identifying component processes for use in 
provisioning the requested service; 

negotiation means for use in est&J^hihg conditions applicable to provision of 
those component processes; 

an up-datable data store; 

means to access [an] said up-datable d^a stor^for storing said conditions when 
established; and 

an output for providing a response to the service Vequest, said response comprising 
an indication of availability of the requested service) 
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wherein the processing means is adapted to process a service request by accessing 
one or more -of the previously established conditions in the data store, processing the 
request using the one or more- established conditions, and producing said response. 



24. (Amende"d)^_^A-syfctef^ to] as in Claim 23 wherein one or more 

of sfaid est 



dsrta^tore. 



ed conditions has X ma y have] an associated expiry time for storage in the 



0^ . (Amended) A system [^cording to-f as itk Claim 24 wherein the 
processing means is adapted; 

to detect an expired or [absent] undefkled condition in the data store, which 
condition is applicable to a componept^rodess for the provision of a requested service, 
and 

to trigger the negotiation means to establish a substitute condition. 



\ 



26. (Twice Amended) 
comprises initiation means to ini 
requested service. 




ystem [according to] as in claim 23 which further 
or more component processes in provision of a 



/ 27. (Amended) A system [according to] a^T Claim 26, wherein: 
provisioning a requested service requires j#ovision of a selected set of component 
processes; [and wherein] 

the negotiation means establishp^and stores a set of conditions^] applicable to 
provision of the component processes of the selected set[,] ; arid [wherein] 

the processing means^s adapted to process a service request by accessing the 
stored set of conditions pi the data store, processing the request Using said stored set, and 
producing said respoifse. . 
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